At the turn of the 20™ century, Michigan City
was experiencing some bleak economic times.
The city’s application to the Army Corp of
Engineers for harbor maintenance was re-
buffed; the Corps determined the volume of the
town’s shipping and overall health of its indus-
tries didn’t warrant the investment. That didn’t
stop some determined businessmen’s belief
that the place had potential. A group of eight
men founded the Michigan City Area Chamber
of Commerce in 1918 and in a very short time
had attracted 171 members. The sign that hung
over the Chamber’s first office at 7" and Frank-
lin summed up those early business leaders
philosophy well...“Where there is no vision,
the people perish.”

The spirit of those tu\qhof-the -century busi-
nessmen and their vision, made an impression
on a-business ownel‘ who decided Michigan
Clty was the pface to build a new plant. He
wps:quv!édggfa ;924 issue of “The Rotarian’~
as'saying | f se the town because he Want-
ed‘“al locatio wheﬁe the community under-- %
' meamngof cbopefatlon” ‘

Today’s Chamber unites business, government,

education, the arts, philanthropy, health care
and services to create a central organization
which lends itself to improving business and
building a better community. It directs the en-
ergies of its members and partners who believe
that a community worth living in is a communi-
ty worth improving.
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Membership

Chamber membership is an investment in our
efforts to achieve individual and collective
success by promoting and supporting member
businesses, advocating on behalf of the
business community, and working together.

We serve as a force in effectively creating a
business friendly environment and community.

We encourage those engaged in commerce
and those supporting commerce to work
together to achieve success and a stronger
community for all.

We are the go-to source for information about
businesses and organizations in the area,
joining other local Chambers of Commerce
as part of a respected organization.

Our staff has access to a variety of other
organizations and resources that help our
members meet their needs.

Members Helping Members

This free program allows you to offer

AND take advantage of discounts with [Eymessaeym.

Chamber of Coinmerce

other member businesses. Visit the
Chamber web site to enroll.

Brochure Rack

Place your marketing literature in the brochure
racks in the lobby of the Chamber office.
Excellent exposure...FREE to members.

Reference Guide— Arint § faline
Free listings in the S

Chamber’s Official Business
Area Reference Guide and Chamber web site
Business Directory.

Business Referrals

The Chamber responds to thousands of inquiries
for products and services each year. We refer
callers and visitors to member businesses only.

Chamber Events are a great way to make connections with others in the business community. Whether you
attend Chamber events - or host one yourself - your business name recognition grows with your participation.

Business-to-business network building in a social
setting hosted by a Chamber member. Hosting
fee; no fee for members to attend.

Informative a.m. event facilitating strategic network
development around a topic of interest. Host com-
pany provides breakfast treats and Chamber pro-
motes the event. Free for members.

Features a sponsoring member business and its
non-profit member partner. Members pay for lunch
and have an opportunity to make announcements.
Sponsorship fee.

Celebrates our membership and raises funds for
the organization. Attendees are treated to a gala
evening. Sponsors are featured front and center at
the event and in promotional materials .

Focuses on women as an important part of our
membership, our community and our economy;
inspires and connects members with this important
market segment.

Fundraiser and social event. One of the most pop-
ular golf outings in the area.



